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From the editor 
 
Leonardo da 
Vinci had it... the 
gift... like other 
dyslexics, his 
ability to visual-
ise, imagine; his 
thinking was in 
pictures and he could translate these into the 
reality of the amazing world he created.  
 
Dyslexic people have this ability, in varied 
capacities, to use their creativity for one of 
these, or some of these...  art, music, sport, 
dance, engineering, construction, design, me-
chanics, entrepreneurial skills, composition...  
 
Roald Dahl was dyslexic.  The BFG is just one 

of many of Dahl's 
creations from his 
wonderful imagina-
tion.  
 
Dahl's books sold 
over 200 million 

copies.  He created around 250 new words, 

many of which appear in The BFG. 
 
Dahl’s teachers 
thought he was 
poor at writing.   
Another of Dahl's 
gifts was he was 
a very good 
sportsman.  
 
To see some of Dahl’s work in creating new 
words, click here... 
http://www.listsofnote.com/2012/02/
gobblefunk.html 

Ingvar Kamprad from Elmtaryd Agunnaryd.   
 

Ingvar founded IKEA, an acronym based on his 
name and childhood town.  
 
Ingvar used his dyslexia to establish a business 
with market advantages, including basing the 
names of his products on places, islands, men 
and women to enable him to visualise and 
remember them.  
 
Ingvar’s story tells of how he was able to make 
millions... Because of his dyslexia.  Visit... 
http://www.west-info.eu/the-man-who-used
-his-dyslexia-to-make-millions/ 
 
The list can go on...Warhol, Lennon, Disney, 
Henry Ford, Hans Christian Andersen, Thomas 
Edison, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Kerry Stokes... Can 
you name more?   

Dyslexia is a GIFT?   Really?  

 

These brilliant minds have some things in common... 

they are visual thinkers... not comparatively slow word thinkers like most of the 

population, and                they all have dyslexia!  



Dyslexia WA provides a very  effective program for 

both children and adults affected by dyslexia, dyscalcu-

lia, ADHD and similar conditions; the condition is resolved 

and clients are able to focus upon, and successfully man-

age, their learning.  

For more information visit...  www.dyslexiawa.com,au  

 

Author with dyslexia writes and illustrates children's book series 

BY Phil Staley and Adam Stephen          
ABC Far North  

An author who struggles to read a restau-
rant menu, has written and illustrated a 
series of children's books. 

L.J Kidd has dyslexia, which means her brain 
struggles to identify particular letters and 
turn them into words as most people would. 

She was bullied at school and was considered 
"the dumb kid" because most teachers as-
sumed she simply could not read. 

"At school we all had to learn typing, so I 
learned how to type and I was 
really, really fast, but I couldn't 
read anybody's cursive writing," 
she said. 

"I could only match the actual 
words so even though I could type 
60 or 70 words a minute, I couldn't get a ca-
reer out of it because I couldn't read." 

Now an author of several books, L.J Kidd 
channels her own experiences into her sto-
ries. 

The colourful books tell the tales of everyday 
animals like bees, dogs and snails and how 
they overcome challenges in the way she has 
overcome the inability to process letters into 

words.   She said she has traumatic memories 
of school. 

"I was clever at art and clever at sport, but 
when it was time for reading and 
writing I would escape the class 
somehow," she said. 

"I was under the radar because I was 

constantly bullied and put down and 

I'd had enough," she said. 

Several schools in north Queensland where 
she lives have contracted L.J Kidd to speak to 
students about using their creativity and en-
courage them to write, regardless of short-
comings they may think they have. 

"Especially being a writer, the first thing peo-
ple ask is 'how many books have you read' or 
'who is your favourite author' and I tell them I 

don't read," she said. 

Rex the Cattle Dog is the latest release in a 
series of books L.J Kidd has published. 

"Rex was my dog and he died two years ago 
and when he died I was beside myself and 
missed him so much I wrote a book about 
him." 

 

All illustrations in L.J Kidd books, including 

Tales of Snails, Beemadoo plays his dream, V8 

Rex and Rex the Cattle Dog, are also by the 

author. 

Read more at http://www.abc.net.au/

news/2016-07-28/author-with-dyslexia-

writes-illustrates-books/7668798 

Photo from L.J. Kidd 

One of L.J. Kidd’s illustrations 

“I was led to 

believe I was 

just dumb.” 

A career crafted out of the trade which led man out of the Stone Age 

BY Cathy Anstey 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE designer blacksmith 
Joshua De Lisle is a firm believer in serendip-
ity – fortunate co-incidences or happy acci-
dents. 

He’s been on the receiving 
end of one or two in his 26 
years, which have lifted 
him from miserable times 
at school to presenting the 
Queen in 2012 with a  
Diamond Jubilee gift he 
created. 

 

Joshua, who lives in the Teme Valley at Shel-

sely Walsh, near Worcester, has dyslexia and 

believes as a child he also had attention defi-

cit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 

He said: “The education system did not suit 
me because I have dyslexia and potential 
ADHD. It was particularly difficult. I was al-

ways making things as a kid and I was hard 
working but when it came to academia I just 
could not process it.” 

Joshua began to believe those people who 
did not expect him to achieve anything and 

he left school having 
failed his exams. 

 

“We did not do 

much practical stuff 

at school. Everyone 

was forced to go 

down the same 

route but not everyone is the same. I really 

struggled at school and did have mild        

depression,” he added. 

However he was interested in battle              
re-enactment and the medieval era and   
discovered             
blacksmithing was 
still a trade today. 

 

“I did a week’s work experience with a black-
smith and I really enjoyed it.          I connected 
with it. For the first time I believed I could do 
something. 

 

“I also discovered there was 

something quite profound 

about metalwork. All the     

technical advancements started 

with the blacksmiths because 

they were able to process 

metal. They brought us out of 

the Stone Age.” 

Read about his gift for the queen at http://

www.kidderminstershuttle.co.uk/

news/14642029.Joshua_uses_his_dyslexia_to

_create_sculptures_fit_for_a_queen/ 

Junior Primary Teachers...  
The DAVIS LEARNING STRATEGIES workshop enables teachers of 
Years K to 3 to take the highly successful Davis strategies into their 

classrooms.   Find out more at... 

http://www.davistraining.info/event/davis-learning-strategies-
wellington/ 

More dyslexics who display their considerable talents 


